
FUTUREDAIRY'S ROBOTIC PROTOTYPE COMPLETES ITS JOURNEY     

FutureDairy has announced that its prototype of the revolutionary robotic rotary will be 

decommissioned later in the year. 

Chairman, Shirley Harlock, said the decommissioning was both expected and planned. 

“The 16-bail prototype at Camden was used for R&D purposes: it’s an early design that was 

used for concept testing,” Mrs Harlock said.  

In the process it was modified, using ‘one-off’ custom-made parts which are difficult to 

maintain in the long term.  

“From the outset, we knew the prototype would be ‘decommissioned’ after the successful 

commercialisation of the AMRTM by DeLaval.” 

The FutureDairy team has completed data collection from all of the component research 

work planned for the prototype robotic rotary. 

Plans are under way for a replacement dairy at the site. 

In the interim, FutureDairy’s activities will focus on existing commercial AMS and AMR 

installations to develop resources that support AMS farmers and provide answers to those 

who are considering AMS. The activities will include research, development of extension 

resources and support for farmers.  

“The decommissioning step marks another successful milestone for FutureDairy: the 

development of a product which is now commercially available. It is a world first that has 

been strongly influenced by the Australian dairy industry. That’s an achievement that we 

can all be very proud of,” Mrs Harlock said. 

For more information, contact Dr Kendra Kerrisk, FutureDairy project leader ph 0428 101 

372, email kendra.kerrisk@sydney.edu.au or www.futuredairy.com.au. 

 

Information for media 

FutureDairy is a national research project for the Australian dairy industry, aimed at addressing the challenges likely to 

occur in the next 20 years. FutureDairy’s major sponsors are Dairy Australia, DeLaval and DPI NSW and the University of 

Sydney. Project leader: Dr Kendra Kerrisk 0428 101 372 E kendra.kerrisk@sydney.edu.au. 

Media contact: This media has been released by Monks Communication on behalf of the FutureDairy project. 

Lee-Ann Monks ph 07 5450 0946 or 0419 349 244 email: media_releases@monkscom.com.au. Note we have poor mobile 

reception – try the landline first. 
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